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“Overlap of coastal and interior flora produces Alaska’s

~highest vascular plant species richness, and the Chilkat
River watershed is one of the highest value watersheds
for salmon habitat (all five species) in Southeast Alaska.”

from Audubon Alaska’s Ecological Atlas of Southeast Alaska
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NrCnilicat Watershed - A Land of Superlatives

A geographic and migratory corridor between temperate %
maritime and interior boreal forest ecoreglons -

* Smith, M., ed., 2016. Ecologzc_al Atlas of Southeast Alaska.. -
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Fenilkat Watershed - A Land of Superlatives
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Highest number of mammal speoleéln Alask a 38
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Black bears, Coastal brawn bears andrnterlor rizzlie
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Moose are abun d a nt an d t ‘f VR N o ——— "
Sitka blacktail deer are moving north |nto the Chllkat Valley,
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Mule and whitetail deer may soon move south from ‘*u"ifon

Lynx are cyclically abundant, and mountaln lrons have been %
spotted on numerous oooaS|ons | *



J

2¢ - A Lanad o

- Eight species of anadromous

a

D,
- ¥ 4

» One of the last |



Chilkat EIVEIgSaaak

“Returns of adult socl eye "ﬂmJn (O
both Chilkat and Chilkoot lakes have
declined substantially compared to
historical records. For instance,
catches of Chilkat sockeye salmon
averaged 480,000 during 1900-1925
_____compared to 85 000 from 1975-2007/
(Geiger and IVICPherson 2004).”

L

From the 2013 Golder Associates report
commissioned by the Haines Borough




Chilkat RivEk

650 miles of anadrol | _
#1 sockeye producer I Southéas;i AK

#1 chum producer in Southeast AK

#2 coho producer (just barely behind Taku)

P attract one of the largest Congregatrons
-~ - ofbaldeagles in the world

- And today’s runs are jus‘t a fraction of
what wé think they,w'ere in the past
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Chilkat River Complex

Marth Prince of ‘Wales
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4 Regional data on condition and management of estuaries weare not availlable for this analysis,
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Key to Symbols:

Conservation Priority Watersheds
High value watersheds in primarily intact
condition. Managed for intact ecological
values and habitat productivity.

“ Core Areas of Biological Value

High Value Watersheds

Lower Value - Intact Watersheds
Lower biological values in primarily
intact ecological condition. Managed
for intact ecosystem and other values.

Lower Value - Intact Watersheds

Integrated Management Watersheds
(High Value Watersheds - Modified Condition)

High value watershed with roads and past
timber harvest. These areas are managed
for a balance of old-growth forest structure
and rotational harvest of young-growth.

“ Core Areas of Biological Value
(young-growth harvest only)

High-value Watersheds
(young-growth and old-growth
harvest)

Timber Production Watersheds

Watersheds with past harvest and existing
infrastructure. These areas are managed
for rotational harvest of existing old growth
and young-growth forest stands.

“ Core Areas for Timber Production

Lower Value - Modified Watershed

Protected by Congress
Wilderness and LUD 11
“ LUD II / Wilderness (core habitat)
LUD II / Wilderness (other)

Private or Other Lands

Private and other lands
within Tongass NF

A Conservation Assessment for the Coastal Forests & Mountains
A spatial optimization of

Biodiversity and Timber Values

in development of an integrated

Conservation Area Design

in the Tongass National Forest
and Southeast Alaska
Summary:

This map represents a preliminary proposal for consideration
as part of the ongoing ammendment of the Tongass National
Forest Land Management Plan. This is the result of a
systematic analysis of the distribution and condition of a

wide range of ecological values among biogeographic
provinces both at the watershed- and sub-watershed scales.
Moreover, relative suitability of areas for production of
commercial timber was determined based on considerations
of operability, proximity to existing roads and marine log-transfer
facilities, and existing mills. This provides a blue-print of
opportunities for conservation of intact landscapes, restoration
of critical habitats, and appropriate production of commercial
timber. This represents a ecologically-based estimate of
sustainable timber production in Southeast Alaska, yet does
not account for specific demands on intact ecosystems such

as subsistence harvest and cummunity-use areas.
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Key to Symbols:

Conservation Priority Watersheds
High value watersheds in primarily intact
condition. Managed for intact ecological
values and habitat productivity.

“ Core Areas of Biological Value

High Value Watersheds

Lower Value - Intact Watersheds

Lower biological values in primarily
intact ecological condition. Managed
for intact ecosystem and other values.
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A comparison of forest types and

Forest Condition

in the Chilkat River Province

Key to Forest Types:

Valley Floor / Riparian Forest
O8 Large-tree forest
@8 Medium-tree forest
Upland Forest
@8 Large-tree forest
(% Medium-tree forest

Cut Forest
Clear-cut & 2nd-growth

Other Features
m Biogeographic Province Boundary
— Roads
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A comparison of forest types and

Forest Condition

in the Chilkat River Province

Key to Forest Types:

Valley Floor / Riparian Forest
O8 Large-tree forest
@8 Medium-tree forest
Upland Forest
@8 Large-tree forest
(% Medium-tree forest

Cut Forest
Clear-cut & 2nd-growth

Other Features
m Biogeographic Province Boundary
— Roads
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a ershed =Conservation Concerns

+ The harvest and export of the fe
tree old-growth forest =~

« Continued fish habitat destruction caused bydevelop ¢
activities, especially highway upgrades and new road » =
construction in support of resource extraction ambitions



n W‘T Watershed - Conservation Activities
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« Engaging with regulatory agencres land managers and developers
Mitigate unavoidable |mpacts and avoid unnecessary impacts )
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. Education, local outreach and engagement“ =%
Building a Communlty around common values—Ilike salmon and Clean ;/ygater; e

« Long-term conservation planning

Local people, tribes, and organizations plannlng the future of the Chllkat Waters 1ed to
align with local values, history, and long-term visions —
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To TWC’s friends and

o .

CHILKAT INDIAN VILLAGE

FISH & WILDLIFE §( UTH‘EAST ALAS
SERVICE “"\ﬂi]{slll:l) C(),\ LIT

Indian Tribes of Alask®

Haines Friends of Recycling s "< | Chilkat Valley Community Foundation
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